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DETAILED ACTION 

• This office action is responsive to the communication filed on 03/3 1/2009. 

• The amendments received on 03/3 1/2009 have been entered and made of record. 

• Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9 and 1 1 are pending in the current application. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 03/3 1/2009, with respect to the cited prior art Ferlitsch 
(US Pub. 2004/0184105) and the submitted affidavit uder 37 CFR 1.131, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the previous rejections of Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9 and 1 1 
have been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of rejection is made 
in view of Kimber et al. (US Patent 5,903,716). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen et al. (US Patent 6,407,820 Bl) in view of Bhogal et al. (US Patent 7,088,462), and in 
further view of Kimber et al. (US Patent 5,903,716). 

4. Regarding Claim 1, Hansen discloses a system for priming electronic files (see Fig. 1 and 
Col. 4, Line 4-13), comprising: a means adapted for receiving an electronic file, wherein the 
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electronic file is representative of a document (see Fig. 1 (102) and Col.4, Line 4-13); a means 
adapted for receiving a print instruction via an application associated with the electronic file (see 
Fig.l (102), Col.4, Line 4-13 and Col.4, Line 51-67); a means adapted for enabling a print driver 
corresponding to at least one associated document output device in accordance with a received 
print instruction (see Fig. 1 (1 10,120), Fig. 3 and Col. 5, Line 45-60); a means adapted for 
prompting a user, via an application and print driver, for print setting information corresponding 
to the electronic file, the print setting information including stapling, hole punching, output 
destination, collating and finishing (see Fig. 1 (1 16,120), Fig.4 (406,408), Col.9, Line 52-60, 
Col. 11, Line 57-67 and Col. 15, Line 37-43); a means adapted for generating printer finishing 
configuration setting data (see Fig. 1 (106,108), Col.3, Line 66 - Col.4, Line 2 and Col.9, Line 
52-60); a means adapted for automatically storing the generated printer configuration setting 
information data in a storage of the document output device (see Fig. 1 (1 18,120), Col.6, Line 
26- 33 and Col. 6, Line 46-50) [Note: the configuration setting information is stored at the 
document output devices through the printer server when a print job is executed.]; an association 
means for associatively storing the printer finishing configuration setting information data with 
the electronic file such that the subsequent recall of the electronic file automatically retrieves 
print setting information data associated therewith (see Fig.4 (302), Col. 10, Line 17-24 and Col. 
12, Line 39- 61); a conversion means for converting the electronic file into an image file (see 
Fig.4 (320) and Col. 5, Line 22-25); a means adapted for creating a print job in accordance with 
the image file and the printer finishing configuration setting information data (see Fig.4 (320), 
Col.9, Line 23-39 and Col.9, Line 52-60) a means adapted for receiving data representative of a 
user request to select the print job for output to at least one selected destination, including a 
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printed copy of the documents and an electronic copy of the image file (see Fig. 1 (106, 
108,1 10120), Col.7, Line 25-40 and Col.9, Line 52-60); a means for retrieving, from the 
associated storage, the print setting information data corresponding to the electronic file in 
accordance with a received output request data (see Fig. 1 (106, 108,1 10120), Col.7, Line 25-40 
and Col.9, Line 52-60); and a means for displaying a list of previously printed documents (see 
Fig.4 (302), Fig.5 and Col.15, Line 31-58). [Note: Figure 5 shows a user interface displayed at 
the workstation for restoring and viewing the previously saved/processed print job tickets.] 
5. Hansen fails to expressly disclose a means for receiving a primary and secondary output 
request data; and a means for outputting a first copy of the image file in accordance with primary 
output request data or the second copy of the image file in accordance with secondary output 
request data. Hansen also fails to disclose a means for appending the printer configuration setting 
information data to the electronic file as printer job language commands and communicating the 
electronic file and the printer job language to the document output device. Hansen, however, 
discloses a means for creating standardized tickets to be stored (Col. 10, Line 17-24); and 
teaches restoring and updating the stored print tickets for reprinting (see Col.9, Line 52-60 and 
Col. 10, Line 17-24). Bhogal discloses a means for receiving primary and secondary output 
request data for routing the print jobs to the appropriate printers, based on the received print job 
information (see Fig.4 (400,408,410), Fig.5 and Col. 6, Line 50- 67); a means for retrieving, from 
the associated storage, the print setting information data corresponding to the electronic file in 
accordance with a received output request data (see Fig.4 (412,418), Fig.5 and Col.6, Line 50 - 
Col.7, Line 8); and a means for outputting a first copy of the image file in accordance with the 
primary output request data or the second copy of the image file in accordance with secondary 
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output request data (see Fig.4 (408,410), Fig.5 and Col.6, Line 50 - Col.7, Line 8). Kimber 
teaches a virtual printer driver system wherein information relating to printer configuration is 
attached to a print job (see Fig.l (12,16,22), Fig.3, abstract, Col.2, Line 5-27 and Col.5, Line 40- 
49), and the print job and the attached configuration information is sent to a network printer for 
printer configuration and print job execution (see Fig.l (12,16,22), Col.4, Line 28-30 and Col.5, 
Line 40-49). Kimber further teaches processing the printer configuration and print job data as 
printer job language commands (see Fig.2 (16,24,26), Fig.4 (30,34,36,38) and Col.5, Line 20- 
30). 

6. Hansen, Bhogal and Kimber are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely print data processing systems. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to include to Hansen's system, a means for receiving a primary 
and secondary output request data; and a means for outputting a first copy of the image file in 
accordance with primary output request data or the second copy of the image file in accordance 
with secondary output request data. The motivation would be to increase the flexibility for the 
print system in terms of creating customized print settings and default print settings. This would 
ensure that a print setting is in place when specific print job features are not specified. The 
modified print system would also enable a user to restore and update existing print settings that 
were previously stored for reprinting. It is further obvious for one skilled in the art to include a 
means for appending the printer configuration setting information data to a print job as printer 
job language commands, and communicating the print job and the printer job language to the 
document output device. The motivation would be to provide a virtual printer driver system for 
dynamically configuring an output device in accordance to the specification of a print job. This 
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would enable for an output device to be automatically configured to carry out the execution of a 
specific print job. 

7. Regarding Claim 3, Hansen further discloses at least one command is in a printer job 
language format (see Col.4, Line 61 - Col.5, Line 5 and Col.5, Line 47-64). 

8. Regarding Claim 5, Hansen further discloses a storage means adapted for storing the 
print jobs (see Fig.l (118) and Col.6, Line 23-33). 

9. Regarding Claim 6, the rationale provided for the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated 
herein. 

10. Regarding Claims 7, 9 and 11, the claims recite claim limitations that are similar and in 
the same scope of invention as to those in Claims 1, 3 and 6 above and/or in combination thereof. 
Therefore, Claims 7, 9 and 1 1 are rejected for the same rejection rationale/basis as described in 
Claims 1, 3 and 6 respectively. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vu B. Hang whose telephone number is (571)272-0582. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00am - 6:00pm. 

12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Vu B. Hang/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



